MOSCOW   IN    THE    MAKING
A GIGANTIC TASK
In ten years Moscow has built 4 million square metres of
housing space. It needs 46 million to solve the housing
problem; at the average rate of building over the last ten
years this would take more than a century. What are the
prospects of doing it in a more reasonable period? A
leading authority put his personal view of the position to me
as follows:
This year, owing to preparations for war, the housing plan
will again be a relative failure. Next year he hopes that
their energies will not again be diverted to war; in that case
he is confident that next year will be an easy record, and
that a million metres will be built. Owing to the shortage
in Russia of every kind of capital equipment, they have been
forced to concentrate on the most vital things first. He
hopes, however, that the government will soon be able to
turn its full energy to housing, and that we shall then see
what real Bolshevik tempo means. Much work has been
done on the building trade, which is already improving
rapidly and will continue to improve even more rapidly.
He believes the ten year plan will be completely fulfilled;
this will mean that in the later years they will have to be
building at the rate of 2 million square metres a year. He
hopes the next ten year plan will be double the present one,
and will clear off the remaining 30 million metres, so that
by 1956 there will be an average of 12 metres of housing
space for every citizen of Moscow. In that case he believed
that Moscow would be the best-housed city in the world so
far as the average worker was concerned.
Russia is a land of strange contradictions. A study of
the housing problem in Moscow has brought two of them
vividly home to me. In the first place, never was a country
more desperately in need of capital goods, never was a
government so resolutely determined to produce the maxi-
mum possible amount of them, and yet that same govern-
ment chooses not only to lead the world by adopting an
eight-hour day, but actually a maximum day of seven hours.
And then one finds leading members of the Communist
Party working an average day of twelve or fourteen hours!
This year, the new anti-abortion law has been passed,
which is expected to lead to a flood of new babies. Orders
168